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December 2016 Calendar

Saturday, December 3

United Methodist Women'’s =g
Christmas Tea
1 p.m.—Fellowship Hall ° %.;%» v

Monday, December 5
Called Charge Conference
7 p.m.—Fireside Room

Sunday, December 11
Christmas Cantata
“Appalachian Winter”
10:30 a.m.—Sanctuary

“A Night In Bethlehem”
8 Messy Church
4 to 6 pm — Fireside Room

Monday, December 12
UMM/UMW Holiday Dinner
6 p.m.—Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, December 21
Longest Night Service
7 p.m.—Sanctuary

Saturday, December 24

Christmas Eve Service
Carols & Candlelight
8 p.m.— Sanctuary

Sunday, December 25
Christmas Day Service
10:30 a.m. — Sanctuary

Happy Birthday,
Jesus!

Be sure to keep your Newsletter Calendar which
includes these special events & more!
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“It's the most Wonderful time of the year..
The Christmas season is a time filled with promlse.
But what is the promise of Christmas?
Join us as we journey back to Bethlehem
and recall the promises God made
and how their fulfillment is still what makes this
“the most wonderful time of the year.”

November 27 Advent 1

“Hope Rises”
Isaiah 9:1-2 John 1:1-5
December 4 Advent 2

“Love Surrounds”
Isaiah 63:7-9 John 3:16-17

December 11 Advent 3
“Appalachian Winter” Choir Cantata

December 18 Advent 4
“Joy Fills”
Luke:46-55 Isaiah 7:14

December 24  Christmas Eve at 8 pm
“Mercy Beckons”
Matthew 1:18-21

December 25  Christmas Sunday
“Peace Awakens”

Pastor Kathleen Puntar preaching Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
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On this longest night of the year, you
are invited to a simple time of Worship.
Whether we are grieving a loss
of a loved one, struggling economically,
overwhelmed with personal &
family situations, let us recall how
the first Christmas was difficult too.
Even in darkness, the light of Christ shines!
Invite someone to go with you
to the Longest Night Service.
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Longest Night Service needs:

New (or lightly used)

Stuffed Animals Needed
Those attending the service will be invited
to take a stuffed animal home with them.
Bring to Sunday Worship or to the Church
Office by Sunday, December 18.

Pew Pray- ers Needed
Persons from our church to attend the
Longest Night Service
and to pray silently during the service
for those seated around them.
Contact Pastor Kathleen to volunteer.

December 2016
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Lompoc Valley Master Chorale presents
“The Spirit of Christmas”
December 2nd & 3rd at 7:30 pm

at First United Methodist Church
Adults $20  Under 18 $5 (with student ID)

Tickets available from Master Chorale members;

from Lompoc Valley Florist, The Bookstore
and Surf Connection; and at the door

Lompoc Pops Orchestra presents
“Winter Solstice”

Sunday, December 4th at 7 pm

at First United Methodist Church
$20 General Admission

December 2016

Our Sunday School
Children will sing
Christmas songs

iIn Worship on
Sunday, December 18!



COMMITTEE REPORTS/NEWS...

FEED THE HUNGRY, NOVEMBER 15™
By Larry H.

The Thanksgiving meal prepared for the Feed the Hungry on
Tuesday, November 15" is the biggest meal we prepare during the year.
It consisted of turkey, mashed potatoes with gravy, stuffing, cranberry
sauce, raspberry jello/cranberry salad (recipe below) , green peas,
dinner roll & butter, milk or apple juice, and for dessert Pumpkin Dessert.
Each person received a lunch bag with cookies and a peanut butter and
jelly sandwich. This meal was prepared by the following: Donna & David,
Alexa, Pastor Kathleen, Bob, Maureen T, and Larry.. There was enough
food for seconds. Thanks to the following for providing the turkeys: Betty
P, Sarah’s Circle, and Lynda L. Also thanks to Alexa for the mashed
potatoes, and Emma O for the Pumpkin Dessert. Generous donations
like this make this meal possible. We can always use volunteers on the Photo courtesy of Larry ...
third Tuesday of each month; sign up using the red binder what a beautiful bird! Good job!
located in the Narthex. This month, sign up for Tuesday afternoon,
December 20th to help with “Feed The Hungry” Christmas Dinner!
The Feed the Hungry team wishes all of you a very H  appy Thanksgiving.

Sour Cream Cranberry Raspberry Salad
Here is the recipe for the salad we served —
¥ C water, 1 — 3 oz pkg raspberry Jello, 1 C sour cream, 1 — 1lb can whole cranberry sauce,
1 TBSP lemon juice. Optional ¥ C chopped nuts.
Heat water to boiling and then add gelatin and stir until dissolved. Remove from heat. Add | Cup of sour
cream, using wire whip or rotary beater. Mix until smooth. Stir in cranberry sauce, lemon juice and nuts,
if desired.. Chill until firm. (Note: insure that the cranberry sauce is whole cranberry sauce.)

STAFF/ PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Members, Liaison for in ( ): Larry H. — Chair (Pastor Kathleen), John H. (Connie L Aguilera), Gary B (Kathleen Hacker);
Jim K. (Enrique Aguilera), Donna W. (Sam de St. Jan). Glenna Y. (Lynda LaCombe ), Alexa L. (ConnieM Aguilera).

During the month of November staff members have been completing a job review with their liaison
which is then reviewed with Pastor Kathleen and signed. This should be completed by the end of the month
(November). The Pastor’s review was completed at our SPRC meeting on November 1st.
After completing the report John H. and Larry H. informed Pastor Kathleen that the SPRC
unanimously requested that she be reappointed by the Bishop to our Church.
The report has been submitted to our District Superintendent.

SPRC approved the Pastor's compensation package for 2017 and it was presented to the 2016 Joint
Charge Conference for approval. It was approved at the Joint Charge Conference held in Orcultt.

SPRC was short one member most of 2016, we are supposed to have 9 members. If you are asked to
volunteer for this committee by Nominations, please give it serious consideration. If you are interested,
please see Pastor Kathleen.
Thank you.

Respectfully submitted, Larry H., Chair SPRC
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JANNS & TioB[T§

1 - Heath S. 17 - Penny K. L. 5 - Rex & Penny L.
2 - Betty S. 18 - Ga?)/ B., Sr. (45 years!)

3 - Laura C. 19 - Bob B. :

9 - FelixT. 20 - Samantha M. 18 - Royce & Diane S.
11-Bud G. 23 - Jennifer D. (52 years!)

14 - Jim O. 26 - Judy B. 31 - Loren & Alice J.
15 - Dianna L. 29 - John E. (73 years!)

January special dates
will be posted in the Narthex.
If your name and date are not on
the sheet, please sign up so we

Thank you to all who donated items don’t miss you.
for the Healthy Classroom Kits! Or call the church office
736-1271.
i i Thank you!
Greeters, thl.JrQISts’ Ushers Keep the PC cartridges coming!
Communion Servers We can recycle 20 each month at

Staples and receive $40 in
rewards towards future purchases.




POINSETTIAS FOR THE CHANCEL

We will be taking orders for poinsettias in honor or memory
of friends and loved ones.
They will decorate the chancel for worship services in December.
The cost is $17 (includes tax and delivery).
Forms will be available starting November 27th

or call the church office and one will get mailed to you.

Please PRINT YOUR INFORMATION on the form

and place it in the offering plate or

return it to the church office by Monday, December 12th.

Please make checks payable to 1st UMC, and note  Poinsettias on memo line

Poinsettias will be available for you to take home after worship on December 25th,
or they will be shared to bless others.

Called Charge Conference

Monday, December 5
At 7:00 pm in the Fireside Room

At the Called session of the Charge Conference,
our agenda will be:
2017 Budget — discussion/approval
Report of Nominating Committee/Lay Leadership —

on officers, leaders & committee members for 2017.
Nominations and elections.

Membership Report
Approval of year-end reports

All are welcome to attend this meeting.

Christmas Baskets for our Police Officers and Firef ighters

Say Merry Christmas to the local men and women who guard our
families and our homes. As we did last year, we invite you to
bring cookies, candy and other goodies,
(homemade are always best) for our local officers.

You may bring your goodies to Worship on Sunday, December 18th or to the church office, by Friday,
December 23rd before 2 p.m. Pastor Kathleen will deliver them on Christmas Day to our police and

fire stations as a way of supporting and thanking the people who have duty on Christmas Day.
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Prayer i nformation on our Website
will only be available through email, mail or
by c alling the church office.

However, names are printed in our weekly
Sunday Announcemen t Bulletins.

office@lompocumc.org

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

United Methodist Communications

Is concerned about protecting privacy and securing permissions
for our website, therefore our monthly Newsletter w ill no longer have the

last names of our members and staff.
(exceptions may apply).

This is only for our online Newsletter,
the one that gets mailed or in the church office/Na  rthex
will have additional information.
Thank you

Special prayers for those impacted by fires
and Hurricane Matthew; the countries of Haitiand S yria;

and the families of

Officers Jose “Gil” Gilbert Vega and Lesley Zerebny (Palm Springs, CA);

and Sgt. Steve Owen (Lancaster, CA).

New Bible Study begins in January 2017
“Journey through Acts!”

The book of Acts is full of the energy and excitement of the
early Christians as they found God doing new things all over
the place and learned to take the good news of Jesus around

the world. It's also full of the puzzles and problems
that the church faced then and faces today.

Starting in January, we will journey together through Acts
and discover how we are in the middle of the action today!
Pastor Kathleen will be facilitating this weekly study,
as we use N.T. Wright's excellent book on Acts.

Details on date and times are being worked out.
Interested in being a part of this “Journey through Acts”?
Contact Pastor Kathleen on which day of the week an  d
time (evening, morning or afternoon) works best for you.




One of my Christmas traditions is spending some time during December
watching the wonderful Christmas movies. My personal favorite Christmas
story (besides the biblical one!) is “A Christmas Carol” — but for this column,

I am thinking more of “It's A Wonderful Life.” Many of us know the story of
George Bailey and his despair when his life comes to a crisis. He is given the
chance to discover what life would have been like if he had never been in
Bedford Falls. It is an amazing story of the difference one life can make to

so many people. And it always makes me think — “What would this world be
like if Jesus had never been born?”

{ fon-Ta!

Yale historian Jeroslav Pelikan wrote, "Regardless of what anyone may personally think or believe about
him, Jesus of Nazareth has been the dominant figure in the history of Western Culture for almost 20
centuries. If it were possible, with some sort of s uper magnet, to pull up out of history every scrap of
metal bearing at least a trace of his name, how muc  h would be left?" It turns out that the life of Jesus is a
comet with an exceedingly long tale. Here are some ways Jesus had an impact on our world —

Children -- In the ancient world children were routinely left to die of exposure -- particularly if they were the
wrong gender. (Guess which was the wrong one?) Children were often sold into slavery. Jesus' treatment of
and teachings about children led to the forbidding of such practices, as well as orphanages and godparents.
A Norwegian scholar named Bakke wrote a study of this impact, simply titled: When Children Became People:
the Birth of Childhood in Early Christianity.

Education -- Love of learning led to monasteries, which became the cradle of academic guilds. Universities
such as Cambridge, Oxford, and Harvard all began as Jesus-inspired efforts to love God with all ones' mind.
The first legislation to publicly fund education in the colonies was called The Old Deluder Satan Act, under the
notion that God does not want any child ignorant. The ancient world loved education but tended to reserve it for
the elite; the notion that every child bore God's image helped fuel the move for universal literacy.

Compassion - Jesus’ universal concern for those who suffered transcended the rules of the ancient world.
His compassion for the poor and the sick led to institutions for lepers, the beginning of modern-day hospitals.
The Council of Nyssa decreed that wherever a cathedral existed, there must be a hospice, a place of caring for
the sick and poor. That's why even today, hospitals have names like "Good Samaritan" & "Good Shepherd."
They were the world's first voluntary, charitable institutions.

Forgiveness -- In the ancient world, virtue meant rewarding your friends and punishing your enemies. Conan
the Barbarian was actually paraphrasing Ghengis Khan in his famous answer to the question "what is best in
life?" -- “To crush your enemies, see them driven before you, and hear the lamentations of their women.”

An alternative idea came from Galilee: what is best in life is to love your enemies, and s  ee them reconciled
to you. Hannah Arendt, professor at Princeton, claimed, "the discoverer of the role of forgiveness in the realm
of human affairs was Jesus of Nazareth."

Humanitarian Reform -- Jesus had a way of championing the excluded that was often downright irritating to
those in power. His inclusion of women led to a community to which women flocked in disproportionate numbers.
Slaves--up to a third of ancient populations--might wander into a church fellowship and have a slave-owner wash
their feet rather than beat them. One ancient text instructed bishops to not interrupt worship to greet a wealthy
attender, but to sit on the floor to welcome the poor. The apostle Paul said: "Now there is neither Jew nor
Gentile, slave or free, male and female, but all ar e one in Christ Jesus." Thomas Cahill wrote that this was
the first statement of egalitarianism in human literature.

The unpredictable and amazing and world-changing influence of an uneducated carpenter — Jesus the Christ —
continues to endure and spread across the world.

So here are some examples of how Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection changed the world —
how has he changed your life?  Would love to hear your responses.

Joy to the World — the Lord has come!
May all the blessings of Christmas be yours!
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

"The organized unit of the United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to create a supportive
fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.”

To help in carrying out this purpose, we have met our pledge to Missions of $1500, plus we have
contributed an additional $400 that will help better the lives of women, children, and youth throughout the
world. In addition we are donating $1200 divided evenly among our local organizations: Boys and Girls
Club, Catholic Charities (Food Bank), Meals on Wheels, Coast Valley Substance Abuse, Rape Crisis and
Child Protection, and Domestic Violence Solutions.

This was all made possible because of the generosity of all our Church congregation and other members
of our community who supported our two chili/bake sales and salad luncheon/basket sale. WE THANK
YOU ALL.

We are looking forward to our beautiful Christmas Tea on Saturday,
December 3rd at 1 p.m. It's a thank you gift to all our church's women
and friends for their support that we have received throughout the

year. Please note that no reservations are needed. Come and enjoy
the delicious food, the entertainment provided by Cabrillo HS's
Madrigals, the fellowship, and the beautifully decorated Fellowship
Hall. Again, we are asking for donations of finger-foods, both savory
and sweet. Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex.

Lompoc's United Methodist Women are WOMEN ON A MISSION.

Donna W., President

UMW/UMM HOLIDAY DINNER

The Lompoc United Methodist Men will be hosting a dinner on
December 12, 2016 to celebrate the upcoming Christmas season
and the joint installation of the officers for UMM and UMW for the
2017 calendar. This year’s dinner will be prepared by American
Host Restaurant consisting of the following menu: Roast Beef
with Beef Gravy, Chicken Piccata, Roasted Red Potatoes, Fresh
Grilled Vegetables, Garlic Bread, Garden Salad, Coffee, Ice Tea,
and Water.

A sign up table will be in the Narthex until December 4, 2016
(American Host needs to have a count one week ahead of the date).

Cost of the meal is $20 each which include all taxes and gratuities. Please consider enjoying this holiday
dinner with your Church family.

Larry H., UMM




On Sunday, November 6th,
we honored our Veterans
during Worship Service.

Left to right;
WWII Veterans:
Forrest S., John H.,
Mel W., Jack J., Joyce B.

Hershey Kiss
Favors were
passed out
to Veterans by
Janet S. and
Glenna Y.

Loren J. (WWII, POW and Veteran)
celebrated his 100th Birthday with wife, Alice,
daughter, Nancy and her husband.
Congratulations Loren!

Special thanks to
Bud G. and
Rex L. who

served in 3 wars

Also honored was
David H.

Emceed by Rex L. who presented a
special video to honor our veterans.
Reception followed in Fellowship Hall
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Simba, Pipsqueak
& Daphne

Shelby

Molly

Monty Pastor Kathleen’s dogs,

Sarek & Max

Miss Kitty

Cassie Darby & Palin

More photos in color
on our website!

Sooty & Oreo



The Lompoc Food Pantry has been in existence in our area since 1980.
Ten years ago, when it was about to close down, the City asked Catholic
Charities to step in and oversee the running of it. The Pantry’s primary goal
is to be a stop-gap to food insecurity and hunger for the homeless, people on
fixed incomes, at risk seniors, and the working poor. As the largest food
distributor in this area, this organization services the people living in the
Lompoc Valley, Vandenberg Village, and VAFB. Since 2008,
the Food Pantry has distributed food to between 100 and 120 people a day
and last year they gave out over 4 million pounds of food.

All of the money that is donated to the Food Pantry stays in Lompoc to serve the people of our community.
Some of the local grocery stores that donate food to help with this are
Albertson’s, Vons, Foods Co, and the Grocery Outlet.
Wal-Mart generously donates meat such as chicken, pork, and beef
which has really helped supplement the diets of the people who receive their food distribution.
Local farmers donate seasonal fruits and vegetables which help fill a need for fresh produce,
and supplemental food drives by the Boy Scouts and the USPS workers, also help fill the Pantry’s shelves.
Food commodities from the USDA are distributed, and purchases from the Santa Barbara Food Bank
stretches every dollar spent to about seven dollars worth of food.

Located at 325 North Second Street the pantry is open to the public Monday thru Friday

from 10 am to noon, and then again from 1-3 pm. At the moment they are down to only two full-time staff
members, from their usual four person staff, so volunteers are really needed at the present time.
Some of the jobs that volunteers can fill are to pick up donated food, the cleaning out and restocking of
shelves, and the culling of fruits and vegetables. Another need they have is for a volunteer with data entry
skills to enter information into their computer. If you are busy during the week, but have some time
on Saturday mornings, this is when they do their cleaning and restocking of the shelves.
For more information or to volunteer please contact Ryzdel or Angel 736-6226.

Many people don’t realize that schools are a good source of food for children in need.
This is due to free and reduced cost breakfast and lunches served at all of our local public schools
to students who qualify for this service. Therefore, during holidays and summer vacations,
the Food Pantry steps in to fill this need. The Christmas holidays are such a blessing to those of us who
have sufficient housing, food, and resources to share with our friends and family.
| remember a time, though, when | was fifteen and my dad got a new job in the aerospace industry
and moved us to Orange County, only to be laid off a week later as that firm lost their contract.
| still remember that Christmas, and how grateful | was that someone gave us a free turkey.
The most important part of that donation, the only time it ever happened or was needed by us,
was the warm feeling we all had that someone else recognized our plight, and wanted to help us.

Won't you join with us to help fill the shelves of the Lompoc Food Pantry this December?

“As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another,
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”
1 Peter 4:10

Thank you from all of us on the Mission Outreach Committee for your generosity in giving this year.
Together we are changing the world for Christ.

Ann P.,
Mission Outreach
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Flower Calendar

The Flower/Wheat Sign-Up sheets
for 2017 are now in a
Bright Orange Binder in the Narthex.

Recognize special events or people
in your life —
in memory of loved ones,
in honor of family members’ birthdays,
anniversaries, etc.

Two altar
vase
arrangements
$50.00

One center
"long and low"
arrangement
$30.00.

Please put a check mark on the sheets if you
plan to take them home or donate them.

Wheat is a symbol
of sharing food, and
your donation
will go to the
“Hunger Project”.

Write your check to 1st UMC

for $50 or $30, and note “altar flowers”
or “wheat” on the memo line.

Put your check in the collection plate
or mail it to the church office.

Thank You!
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Church History

Booklet
Reprinted

As a part of our 50th Anniversary
of the Sanctuary,
the Church History booklets
have been reprinted!
Now they are easily readable —
even the old photos look better!

The booklets are available for $5.00 each
in the Narthex and in the Church Office.

Our thanks to those
who made this possible!

SPRC COMMITTEE

This year we plan
to continue the
tradition of
honoring our
church support staff
for all the
wonderful work
they do for us
during the year.

If you would like to join us in this endeavor,
a basket for donations to the support staff

and one to support Pastor Kathleen

will be placed in the Narthex for your convenience

on the following Sundays:
December 4th, 11th and 18th.

Your gifts may also be dropped off

or mailed to the church office no later than

Friday, December 16th.

Larry H., Chair SPRC



---------------------------------------------------------------------

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Every Sunday at 9 a.m. in the Fireside Room

Interested in joining

by John H., Lay Leader the church )
CREATION: A DIVINE CYCLE as a member:
December Study will be : Interested in baptism?

The Savior Has Been Born Contact Pastor Kathleen

December 4  God Promises a Savior : :
December 11 An Afflrmatlon Of the Promlse N NN EEE NN NI NN NI EEE NN NS NN NN EEEE NN NN NN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE o’
December 18 The Forerunner of the Promise
December 25 The Savior Has Been Born

Church Office Hours:
7:45 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
1p.m—2:15p.m.
Monday—Friday

I Il#
Closed Major Holidays
l ll$
SUNDAY CALENDAR
Adult Bible Studies—Fireside Room 9 a.m. 1% "

Worship/Sunday School/Nursery 10:30 a.m. %6\9
Fellowship Hour-Fellowship Hall 11:45 a.m.
United Methodist Youth Fellowship (UMYF)

Fireside Room 12—2 p.m. &" (
(times & locations change with activities) ) ! "k

UPDATE on Pew Bibles and Hymnal Supplements!

Thanks to your generous support, as of November 17,
we have received donations to cover 70 Hymnal Supplement sets
(Total of 150 needed — so 80 sets to go. )
Also 75 of the new Pew Bibles have been donated in honor
or memory of someone or of a special occasion.
(Total of 256 Bibles needed — so 181 Bibles to go .)
All of the Pew Bibles are already in the pew racks, with our thanks to the Foundation.
When we receive enough donations for 75 Hymnal Supplement sets —
“The Faith We Sing” and “Worship and Song” —they will be placed in the Sanctuary as well..
So need 5 more sets to do this — that's a total of ~ $125.00 more.

Pew Bibles (New International Version) are available for a donation of $10.00 each.
The Supplements to the Hymnal are $25.00 for the set of 2.
(Bible & Hymnal Supplement set available for a donation of $35.00.)
They can be given in memory or in honor of a person or a special occasion.
(A bookplate with this information is placed inside the front cover.)
Forms are available in the bulletins and in the Church Office for you.

FUMC FORECAST « Page 14 - December 2016



FUMC FORECAST « Page 15 - December 2016




Suzanne “Sam” de St. Jean

Bookkeeper:
Lynda LaCombe

Choir Director &
Organist:
Kathleen Hacker

Choir Accompanist:
Rachel Mello

Gardener:
Enrique Aguilera

Custodians:
Enrique and Connie Aguilera
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“Helping People Discover
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Please visit our website to see
our event photos, pictures &
clip art in color!
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