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2015 Calendar

Saturday, March 7
UMM Parking Lot Sale
UMW Chili/Bake Sale

8 a.m.—FUMC
Parking Lot & Fireside Room

Saturday, March 14
Community Writer's Group
11 a.m.—Fireside Room

Sunday, March 22
5th Sunday Celebration

10:30 Worship Service

Reception to follow

Sunday, March 22
Inquirer’s Class
11:45 a.m.—Fireside Room

Sunday, March 29
Palm Sunday Service
10:30 a.m.—Sanctuary

Be sure to keep your
Newsletter Calendar which
includes these special events & more!

Calendar is subject to change.

FUMC FORECAST

SERMON SCHEDULE *

March 1, Second Sunday in Lent
“The Problem with Denial”

March 8, Third Sunday in Lent
“When You See It”

March 15, Fourth Sunday in Lent
One Great Hour of Sharing
The Rev. Ehrhardt Lang Preaching

March 22, Fifth Sunday in Lent
Music Sunday

March 29, Palm/Passion Sunday
“The Passion”

*The Rev. Gilbert Stones preaching Sundays
at 10:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted.

SUNDAY EVENTS

Worship/Sunday School/Nursery
10:30 a.m.

Fellowship Hour-Fellowship Hall
11:45 a.m.

United Methodist Youth Fellowship
(UMYF)
Fireside Room
5:30 p.m.

See page 10 for Weekly Bible Studies

Please check weekly Announcement
Bulletins for updates
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% To the Saints who are in Lompoc,

I know that most non-Episcopal Protestants don’t pay much attention to saints. For
f the most part we read magical stories that strain our credibility and dismiss them as
a superstition that distracts people from the core of their faith... and too much atten-
tion to saints can certainly do that.

However, we all have our heroes of the faith. John Wesley, Albert Schweitzer, E. Stanley Jones, C. S.
Lewis are all acceptable role models to most protestants. | find myself drawn to some of the old Catholic
saints, not for their mystical stories, but as role models of faith. Oddly enough, Protestants in America
celebrate one of my favorites at least as much as any Roman Catholic. That is of course, St. Patrick,
whose death day, March 17 we celebrate this month.

Patrick was the son of a Romanized minor noble in Great Britain in the fifth Century. When he was about
16, he was captured from his home by Irish Pirates, and taken as a slave to Ireland. During his enslave-
ment he turned to his deepening faith for strength. After six years he escaped and returned to his family.

In “The Declaration” he wrote, "l saw a man named Victoricus, coming from Ireland with countless letters.
He gave me one of them, and | read the opening words which were: 'The voice of the Irish . . ." | thought at
the same moment | heard their voice: 'We beg you, young man, come and walk among us once more.™
After becoming a priest, he returned to Ireland.

Patrick chose to love and care for the Irish people and to teach them the way of Christ despite the fact
that for much of his life he was in constant danger. One of the great prayers of faith is attributed to him.
“The Breastplate of St. Patrick,” is a prayer for anyone in trouble, or anyone who wishes to walk closely
with God. (In Ephesians 6, Paul says to put on the whole armor of God, and this prayer is referred to as a
‘breastplate’ for that reason). My favorite portion is the reminder of God’s continual presence, “Christ be-
fore me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, Christ beneath me...”

| arise today, through Christ above me,

God's strength to pilot me, Christ on my right,

God's might to uphold me, Christ on my left,

God's wisdom to guide me, Christ when [ lie down,

God's eye to look before me, Christ when | sit down,

God's ear to hear me, Christ when | arise,

God's word to speak for me, Christ in the heart of every man
God's hand to guard me, who thinks of me,

God's shield to protect me, Christ in the mouth of everyone
God's host to save me who speaks of me,

From snares of devils, Christ in every eye that sees me,
From temptation of vices, Christ in every ear that hears me.

From everyone who shall wish meill,
afar and near.

Christ with me,

Christ before me,

Christ behind me,

Christ in me,

Christ beneath me,

| arise today

Through a mighty strength,

the invocation of the Trinity,
Through belief in the Threeness,
Through confession of the Oneness
of the Creator of creation.

Lent is a time to face our fears and find our work in God. St. Patrick is, for me, a great example of a per-
son of faith in the midst of trials.

- )
7524:7/&"1« ’ //% ’

See you in Church,

For the whole “Breastplate of St. Patrick” see: http://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/st-patricks-breastplate.html
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COMMITTEE REPORTS...

March 2015

WORSHIP COMMITTEE

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, March 22,
as we celebrate our flrst 5" Sunday event! Yes, we
know that March 22" is the 4™ Sunday but March
29" is Palm Sunday; therefore, the change. Plans
have not been finalized as of thls writing but we
promise lots of different kinds of music, including
praise selections, old favorites, an anthem by the
choir, different instruments, a sermonette and
maybe even an appearance of our songbooks from
Rev. Butler's eral

Afterwards we will continue the celebration with our
FUMC family in Fellowship Hall. Cookies and ice
cream will be served and there are sign-up sheets in
the Narthex where you can volunteer to help us pro-
vide the goodies. Please invite your friends to join
you on this day. We hope it will be fun and different
and the tradition of 5™ Sunday Fellowship will be-
come a permanent part of our Worship here at
FUMC.

Sandra L., Chair

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

A locksmith has been contacted to fix the doors to
the Fellowship Hall so that only one lock and key is
required. Two projects under review: sanctuary
pews are showing wear (on the south west side)
and the carpet in the Fellowship Hall is badly
stained.

The review of the walk thru of the church property
conducted on 1/31/15 is almost complete. Another
walk thru is tentatively scheduled for 3/21 to review
the two Conex’s and Friendship House. A leak in
the church roof is under inspection.

Maureen B., Trustees Secretary

FINANCE AND STEWARDSHIP
COMMITTEE REPORT

Virginia C., Kay H., and Beverly T. have been doing
a very important task as part of the Finance and
Stewardship Committee’s responsibilities.

For over twenty years, Virginia, Kay, and Beverly
have been the main counters of the offerings that
are given to the First United Methodist Church of
Lompoc. Thank you for your continued dedication
to this mission.

At the January 27, 2015 Quarterly Conference. the
proposed budget for 2015 was presented and
adopted.

During the discussion period, several questions
were raised about various line items, for example:
line 6216, Comprehensive Protection Plan; line
6264, Office Equipment Rental,

Line 6271, Annual Conference—Lay Members
(Registration + Mileage); line 4135, Miscellaneous
Income. It is good that questions are raised so that
the items can be explained.

The point of writing about these questions is to
make known that members are invited to talk with
any of the Finance and Stewardship Committee if
they would like more information about the budget
and the budgeting process. Copies of the budget
are available in the church office.

For the Finance and Stewardship Committee,
Mel W., Chair

Money- Money-Money

The Endowment Fund made money again last year.
So once again we have some money to give away.

If your committee has a special project, which isn't
budgeted, you may request money to complete it.

The form for the request is in the church office or
contact me directly. The deadline for your request is
Tuesday, April 15, 2015 .

FUMC Foundation

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Applications for the Lompoc First United Methodist
Church Scholarship can be picked up at the church
office. It must be returned completed to the church
office by April 1st.

The scholarship is made possible by donations from
interested individuals.

Richard L. S., Chairperson



FROM OUR LAY LEADER, JOHN H.

I will once again give some of my observations regarding our church attendance. Sunday after Sunday | see
our Sanctuary two thirds empty. | am upset by this. | am sure those who are not shut-in's, hospitalized,
home bound or passed away simply do not care to come to church Sunday morning.

\When we joined this church we committed to do the following:

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and savior and put all your trust in him?

Your Answer was — | Will.

Are your prepared to follow the call of Jesus Christ to live a life worthy of the gospel in the
community of faith and before the world?

Again your answer was — | Will.

Will you take an active part in the work of Jesus Christ though the ministries of the First
United Methodist Church?

Again your answer was — | Will.

Finally, will you live this commitment by upholding this church with your prayers, your pres-
ence, your gifts and your witness?

Once again your answer was — | Will

We make this commitment to attend church regularly. Each teacher and worker should be an example that
no week is complete without the participation in the act of worship.

I come to church to worship God — not to find fault with the pastor, teacher or someone else — | come to
worship God. We must always remember that the church is a family. But it is also an organization. We lay-

men should thank God for the institution of the church and cooperate with each other in perpetuating and
strengthening it.

Each of us should accept some specific and appropriate responsibility for the church just as each member
of the family should share in the work required to keep the family going.

Our Worship Team for March...Thank you for serving!

FUMC FORECAST

Marchl March 8 March 15 March 22 March 29
Ushers: Don C.; Ushers: Alexa L.; Ushers: Cindy Ushers: Don C.; Ushers: Alexa L.;
Nancy A.; Martha Shane & Michael McC.; Dee K.; Con- |Larry H.; Diane S.; [John & Phyllis E.
H.; Connor P. B.; Jon M. nor P.; Andrew S. Bob T.
Greeter: Greeter: Greeter: Greeter:
Ann L. Ruth O'B. Ann L. Ruth O'B. Greeter:

Ann L.
Liturgist: Liturgist: Liturgist: Liturgist: Liturgist:
Timothy M. Larry L. Helen Tye Talkin Jim K.
Communion
Servers:
Pastor G;

March 2015
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Special Reminder

Happy Birthdays Sunday,
2015 March 8
Daylight Savings
Time Begins
Turn clocks ahead!
7 —Bob & Judy B. (51 years) )
8 — Heath & Amy S. (18 years) Nl .
27 - Mel & Bets W. (66 years) o= Sgring ¢ficad
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
1" #
$ %
$ #!

April special dates will be posted
in the Narthex.
If your name and date are not _on
the sheet please sign up so we
don’t miss you.
Or call the church
office 736-1271

United Methodists relate to
One Great Hour of Sharing
by supporting United Methodist Committee on Re-
lief’'s ongoing work, responding in times of disas-
ter and offering support and expertise to commu-
nities
on the path to development.

Please give generously on Sunday, March 15th
where special envelopes will be provided.

Thank you.

Write your check for $50.00
and note

“altar flowers” or “wheat” on the memo line.
Put your check in the collection plate
or mail it to the church office.

They can be in memory of a loved one,
to honor a family member or a friend
on their special date. Or to say Thank You!

Ed and JoDee B. will be coming to the area for a
few days in March. We will have an open house
at our place for those of you who remember them
and wish to visit with them.
The Open House will be on Thursday, March 12
at 3:00 until about 6:00 or so.
If you need directions to our place, please call
Dick and Janet S.



MARCH 7TH LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING
UMW CHILI/BAKED GOODS SALE

Tuesday, March 3 at 10 a.m.
Fireside Room

UMW CIRCLES
Tuesday, March 10th

Sarah Circle: 1 p.m. Fellowship Hall

(this is in conjunction with the Friendship Circle: 7 p.m. at the home of
UMM’s Parking Lot Sale) Anne A.
Your support is needed to make Yarn Arts Circle meets each Tuesday,

this a success.
There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for
your donation of both chili and
baked goods. GENERAL MEETING

Thank you for your generous participation. March 19th at 10 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

1p.m. in the Fireside Room

Family & Friends
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United Methodist Men

The United Methodist Men held their meeting on February 2, 2015 in the Fellowship Hall. We had a great
turnout. The following items were discussed. Sweethearts banquet, nomination was Ms. Donna W. for her
outstanding service to the church throughout the year.
Congratulations are in order.

American Host catered our Sweethearts
dinner, and entertainment was provided
by Tri-City Sound’'s Sweet Adeline's.
What a great evening it turned out to be.

Special thanks to Bill U. for
setting up and decorating the
Fellowship Hall.
The famous Parking Lot Sale will be on
March 7, 2015 at 8:00 A.M.
Come on out and find what you need. Selection from A - Z , anything you always wanted.
Our next Breakfast meeting will be held February 28th at 9 am at the Lompoc Restaurant.

Respectfully submitted by Secretary, Rex A. L.

s
w

More photos in color on
our website
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United Methodist
Committee on Relief

The Methodist Committee on Re-
lief was created by the Methodist
Church in 1940 in response to
refugee needs arising from World
War 1l. What began as a tempo-
rary relief program became a per-
manent part of The United Meth-
odist Church in 1972. Renamed
the United Methodist Committee
on Relief (UMCOR), since that
time it has remained a unit of the
General Board of Global Minis-
tries. Today, UMCOR supports
work in more than 80 countries,
with a direct presence through
UMCOR NGO in nine of those
countries. UMCOR’s work includes
programs and projects in disaster
response, health, sustainable agri-
culture, food security, relief sup-
plies, and more.

UMCOR conducts monitoring and
evaluation on a program - specific
basis. During the development of a
program, a goal and relevant ob-
jectives are established. Indicators
(i.e., 500 shelters will be con-
structed) are identified and tracked
throughout the program to meas-
ure its success. Monitoring often
depends on the reporting require-
ments of the donor (US govern-
ment, UN agencies, UMCOR ESO,
etc.), which may differ. Program
evaluations are carried out usually
at the midpoint and end of a pro-
gram. Two types of program
evaluations are used—internal and
external. Internal evaluations are
performed by UMCOR staff, and
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external evaluations use outside
consultants to perform independ-
ent assessments of UMCOR’s
work, often on a more scientific
level.

The United Methodist Church has
been responding to the HIV/AIDS
crisis since the early 1980s. To-
day, there is strong evidence that
positive behavior change can alter
the course of the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic in a country, while stigma,
discrimination, and lack of access
to services can worsen it, accord-
ing to UNAIDS. “In both cases,”
the organization says in its 2010
Global Report, “the effects are of-
ten profound.” UMCOR supports
the United Methodist Global AIDS
Fund, which provides programs of
awareness, care, and support to
people living with or at risk for HIV
and AIDS.

UMCOR's main role is in alleviat-
ing hunger and poverty. Eradica-
tion of the root causes is the ulti-
mate goal. A holistic approach—
with attention to health, nutrition,
appropriate technology, training,
fair trade, and sustainability—is
the method. More than 925 million
people go hungry every day in a
world that has unparalleled wealth
and capacity for food production.

One-hundred percent of contribu-
tions designated by donors to an
Advance Special account number
go directly to the designated pro-
gram. UMCOR uses other funding
channels to cover non-program
related activities such as adminis-
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trative overhead or communica-

tions. One source of that type of
funding is the One Great Hour of
Sharing offering.

Relief-supply kits help provide care
for the most vulnerable people dur-
ing times of crisis. UMCOR col-
lects 6 types of kits for global dis-
tribution and cleaning buckets for
US distribution after storms.

Kits help sustain everyday life for
people who lack ready access to
essential supplies. They provide
vital support for UMCOR’s global
development work and make a
tangible difference in people’s
lives.

There will be a Central Coast Mis-
sion Team going to the UMCOR
West Depot in Salt Lake City the
last week of April the 27" thru May
1. If anyone is interested in going
please contact the Team Leader
Sandy Simpson at (805) 473-5796.
She will answer all your questions
and for more Information look in
the folder in our church’s narthex.
You may also access the web
page at

www.umcor.org/UMCO/Relief-
Supplies/Relief-Supply-Network.

There are various things that vol-
unteers can work on and it will be
your choice. This is a great oppor-
tunity to give back to those in
need!

God bless!

Lois C., Mission Outreach
Committee Member

March 2015
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Sunday School and UMYF went bowling together on Sunday, February 8th. Here is a photo showing us all
having good, clean fun at the bowling alley on base.

Back row L-R: Andrew S, Eric
V., Helen Tye Talkin, Eli V.,
George D., Ben S..

Middle row L-R: Mark, Nicholas
B., Michael B., Nathan F., Kara
D., Lili T., Connor D.

Front row L-R: Genevieve F.,
Faith S

Kneeling in front: Andrew B.

UMYF are going to be choosing
a service project to work on in
our community. We are looking
at the website: YSA.org (Youth
Service America) for some ideas.

UMW held an important meeting
on February 19th about the
growing, shocking problem of
'Human Trafficking,' this is one of
the many areas where Education
and UMW interface. | would like
to see us doing what we can as a
congregation to assist people
who find themselves in situations where they are exploited and made into slaves. It is horrifying that this
goes on in our time, in our town. Thank you Carolyn T. for educating us on this issue.

A new Young Women's Group is being formed at FUMC Lompoc. The name and format for this group are
yet to emerge. It will be facilitated and named by the young women, aged 18-30, themselves. Donna W.,
Maureen B., and others have helped to kick this initiative off. | have sent out an invitation to all the young
women in this age group we know. If you know someone who might like to receive an invitation, please let
me know. We will meet on Wednesday, March 5th at 7 p.m. in the Fireside Room.

VBS 2015 dates have been confirmed: August 3rd - 7th, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Education and Spiritual Growth Committee met on February 19th and discussed Sunday School, UMYF,
the new Young Women's Group, some projects for updating the Noah's Ark Room, and more. Thank you to
our whole congregation for your ongoing support of Education at our church.

Helen Tye Talkin, DCE

Community Writing Group CHURCH CALENDAR 2015
Saturday, March 14th at 11 a.m. in the Fireside Our 2015 Church Calendar is available for your
Room. review in case you need to change
or add meeting dates.
Any genre of writing is welcome. Please check with the church office prior to
changing or scheduling meeting dates and times.
For more information call Ehrhardt at 733-2300 or This will help avoid conflicts
Carleen at 735-1113. with other meetings or events.
We appreciate your cooperation.




Do you want to honor a loved one or remember
someone who has passed on? How about plac-
ing an Easter Lily in the Chancel on Easter
Sunday?

Order forms will be in the Sunday bulletin on
March 15th though March 29h or you may come
by the church office to place your order. You may
either take the lily home after Worship or request
that it be delivered to a shut-in or hospital facility.

Thank you in advance for helping us make our
church look so beautiful on Easter Sunday morn-
ing!

The cost is $17 and
the last day to order
them will be Monday,
March 30th

Thank you

Mission Team

There will be a team going to UMCOR West
in Salt Lake City, UT
on April 27th - May 1st, 2015 .
The Team Leader this year is Sandy Simpson.
If you are interested in going please contact
Sandy at (805) 473-5796.

There will be some paperwork to complete
before going so if you are
interested contact her ASAP.

She says the only requirement is
"A Giving Heart and Willing Hands.”
This is a great opportunity to "give back!”
The Sign-Up sheet is in the Narthex.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

Feed the Hungry — February 17, 2015

Larry H.

Carolyn, Donna Bob and Larry gathered in the Fellowship Hall kitchen to prepare another meal for
our third Tuesday of the month Feed the Hungry program. Tonight’s meal consisted of

Tuna — Noodle Casserole, green salad, roll and butter, cookies, peanut butter and jelly sandwich,
and milk or juice. We fed 41 people, and had enough left over for seconds. We also want to thank
Donna, Dee, and Phyllis for the homemade cookies and or peanut butter and jam.

The recipe for the main entre is: Heat oven to 350 degrees. Cook 8 0z of noodles as directed on
the package. Drain and stir in two 5 oz cans of drained tuna, 1 % C sour cream, ¥ C milk, one 3
0z can sliced mushrooms, drained, 1 tsp salt and 1/4tsp pepper. Pour into ungreased 2 gt casse-
role dish. Mix ¥4 C bread crumbs, ¥4 cup Parmesan cheese, and 2 TBS melted margarine or butter.
Sprinkle over the casserole, and bake uncovered for 35-40 minutes or until bubbly.

Together, with our recent sharing tree and the $750 grant we have funds for about 3 years.

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Every Sunday at 9 a.m. in the Fireside Room
by John H., Lay Leader

March Study will be
“The Pledge of God’s Presence”

March 1 The Lamb of God

March 8 Jesus Promises an Advocate
March 15 The Sprit of Truth

March 22 Receive the Holy Spirit

March 29 The One Who Comes
FUMC FORECAST

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY

Every Thursday at 10 a.m. in Noah'’s Ark.
Current Study will be
“The Book of James.”

YOUTH BIBLE STUDY

2nd & 4th Sundays (after Children’s Time)
In the Fireside Room with Heath S.

March 2015
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Prayer information on our Website
will only b e available
through email, mail or by callingt he church office.
However, names are printed in  our weekly
Sunday An nouncement Bulletins.

office@lompocumc.org
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

United Methodist Communications
Is concerned about
protecting privacy and securing permissions for our website,
therefore our monthly Newsletter will no longer hav e the
last names of our members and staff.
(exceptions may apply).

This is only for our online Newsletter,
the one that gets mailed or in the church office/Na  rthex
will have additional information.

Thank you

Daylight
Savings
Time
Begins on
Sunday,
March 8

Turn your clocks ahead!
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