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                                 2015 Calendar  
      
                       Saturday, December 5  
                           United Methodist                                                            
                                                          Women’s Christmas Tea    
                      1 p.m.—Fellowship Hall       
 
                      Monday, December 7  
                        Joint Council & Charge Conf erence   
                                                                         7 p.m.—Fireside Room   

 
 Sunday, December 13 
    United Methodist  
    Men’s & Women’s  

                   Congregational Christmas  Dinner   
                       (Installation of Officers)          
                                                                                    6 p.m.—Fellowship Hall    
 
                                                   Sunday, December 20 
                 Pastor Kathleen’s Open House  
                      3-5 p.m.—646 Venus Ave  

 
 Thursday, December 24   
Christmas Eve Services 
          Sanctuary  
   6 p.m. Family Worship  
   8 p.m. Candles & Carols  
 
    Be sure to keep your    
 Newsletter  Calendar which                       

                               includes these speci al events & more! 
Calendar is subject to change  
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 Please see page 10 for  
Sunday Calendar & Bible Studies   

Worship this December 
Advent/Christmas Sermon Series 
“The Reel/Real Christmas Story” 

  

We all have our favorite Christmas movies, 
the ones we watch year after year –  

movies that bring friends and families  
together, that inspire us,  
and that make us laugh.  

And sometimes, they remind us of what 
Christmas is all about –  

the timeless story of hope, peace, joy and 
love – and, especially, the birth of Jesus! 
This holiday season, join us for worship.  
Share the joy of the season each week  

with the story that changed the world and 
transforms our lives. 

  

November 29 “HOPE:   
Miracle on 34th Street”    

 
December 6  “PEACE:   

How Christmas Changed the Grinch”  
Holy Communion celebrated 

 
December 13 “The Winter Rose” 

 Choir Christmas Cantata  
 

December 20 “JOY:  
It’s a Wonderful Life”    

 
Monday, December 21   

Longest Night Service at 7 pm 
 

December 24 CHRISTMAS  EVE    
 Worship at 6 pm and 8 pm 

“A Christmas Carol” 
 

December 27 “Unraveled Plans: 
 Christmas Vacation”  
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Pastor Kathleen’s Corner  
  

So often in the Christmas story, we focus on the main characters: Mary, Joseph, and, of course, Jesus.  
But through the short account in Luke 2:8-29, we can learn from the shepherds  

four things that should make the top of our “TO DO”  list this Christmas.  
  

 BELIEVE   
The angels announced in spectacular fashion that the Messiah had been born.  

As soon as the angels left, the shepherds looked at each other and said:   
What are we waiting for?  Let’s go straight to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened. 

There is no debate, no procrastination.  They don’t decide to sleep on it.  
They don’t “google” to find out more. They just BELIEVE it.  That’s faith. The angel said,  

“Peace on earth among people with whom God is pleased.”  Who are those people?  
It is those who respond to God’s gift through faith. Faith means you say YES to all that God did through 

Christ.  YES — Jesus is the Savior of the world.  YES — Jesus came to die for my sins.  
YES — through Jesus, I find forgiveness and new life.  YES — I want to follow Christ as Lord.   
Faith is not a spectator sport; it is an active embracing of all that God has promised in Christ. 

  

 OBEY  
The shepherds did exactly as they were told.  We sometimes think of Christmas as a tame holiday.  We 

think of sweet little baby Jesus asleep on a bed of hay — it’s so innocuous and safe.   
But Christmas isn’t safe!  That baby is the King of kings and the Lord of lords.   

He has come to usher in the kingdom of God that rivals the kingdom of self.  That’s threatening.  Jesus 
bids those who would follow him to take up their cross daily —  to surrender to his rule. 

The world loves to celebrate the birth of Christ, but they hate to obey him as the Lord of their lives. Eve-
ryone wants to keep Christ in the manger.  But the manger is meaningless apart from the cross.  

Christmas is a time for obedience. 
  

 TELL  
When the shepherds arrived in Bethlehem and saw the child lying in the feed trough,  

“they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child.”   
They weren’t preachers; they weren’t missionaries, but that didn’t matter.   

They had heard and seen something that meant salvation for the whole world.   
Christmas trees, eggnog, and the exchanging of gifts are fine, but if we do all that stuff  

but don’t talk about Jesus — if we fail to speak of the real meaning of it all;  
if we neglect to tell someone that this child was born as Savior and Lord,  

that he was sent by God — we’ve failed to do Christmas right.  The angel said that  
this is good news of great joy which shall be for all the people.  Share the joy. 

  

 EXPERIENCE 
The shepherds were overwhelmed at the angel’s announcement.  They experienced holy wonder. 

How can you engage in holy wonder?  Maybe that means that you stop in the middle  
of your shopping and holiday business, sit down, and read the Christmas story.   

Maybe that means you gather with others around a Nativity scene, unwrap a different piece  
and talk about the role it plays in the amazing story of Jesus’ birth.   

Maybe that means that you wake up early one morning and find a place you can watch  
the sun rise as you meditate on Luke 1:79.  The work of holy wonder is treasuring and pondering  

the fact that God invaded planet Earth on a perilous rescue mission — to rescue you and me.   
Amidst all the bustle and activity, stop and treasure all these things.  Experience some holy wonder. 

 
So put these on your Christmas “TO DO”  list --   BELIEVE   OBEY   TELL   EXPERIENCE  

 
                                                                                                                                                                   Merry Christmas to you!    
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COMMITTEE REPORTS...  

WORSHIP COMMITTEE  
 
Christmas is always a busy season for the Worship Committee.  In addition to our usual Cantata Sunday 
and the Christmas Eve Services, Pastor Kathleen is adding a special service on December 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
called "The Longest Night.”   This service is designed for anyone who is grieving the loss of a loved one, is 
dealing with financial issues, depression, etc. or simply needs the comfort of a loving church family.  If you 
know of someone who needs some warmth in the coldness of the longest night, please bring them along 
with you.   
 
In order to make our church look beautiful and festive for the holiday season, we will be "Greening the 
Church" beginning at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, November 28th.  Bill has assured us that there will be help 
with the big Christmas tree and wreaths but we need lots of help with Fellowship Hall, the Narthex and Fire-
side Room.  Please come help hang a wreath or place a bulb on a tree.   
 
You will have fun and there will be donuts!! 
 
Sandra L., Chair  

FINANCE AND STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE  
 
How often do you think about the budget that the Finance and Stewardship Committee prepares and sub-
mits to the Charge Conference for approval and adoption?  
 
Since we are starting a new year with a new budget, it might be of value to have an overview of the  
Operating Fund-Income and Expense Budget–2016.  
The Total income had two parts:  
                                            First is 4100-Pledges and Contributions.  
                                           The second is 4300-Building Use Income.  
 
Total Expenses has three parts:  
                                            First is 6000-Apportionments and Benevolences.  
                                            Second is 6100-All Ministry Areas. This includes 6110-Evangelism & Membership; 6120-Education 
                                             and Spiritual Growth; 6130-Family Ministries; 6150 Worship.  
                                            The third is 6200-All Resource Areas. This includes 6205-Staff Parish Relations;  
              6211-Senior Pastor; 6220 Lay Personnel; 6240-Finance Committee; 6260 Office Expenses.  
These three parts give the Total Expenses.  
 
Find out more. Copies of the budget are available in the church office after Monday, November 30th.   
 
Many thanks to the members of the Finance and Stewardship Committee for their diligence and faithful-
ness: Joyce B., Judy B., LaVelda C., Lynda LaCombe, Wallace R., Betty S. (Trustee Representative), Pas-
tor Kathleen (ex-officio member).  
 
It has been a pleasure and an enlightening experience to serve as chair of this committee.  
 
Mel W.   
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         POINSETTIAS FOR THE CHANCEL 
�
   We will be taking orders for poinsettias in honor or memory  
                         of friends and loved ones.  
 They will decorate the chancel for worship services in December.                         
              The cost is $17 (includes tax and delivery).  
          Forms will be available starting November 29th     

                                                 or call the church office and one will get mailed to you. 
                                                   Please PRINT YOUR INFORMATION on the form  

            and place it in the offering plate or  
                 return it to the church office by Sunday, December 13th.         

 
                    Please make checks payable to 1 st UMC, and note Poinsettias on memo line   

 
      Poinsettias will be available for pick-up aft er worship on December 27th, or  

                 they will be taken to a shut-in if  specified . 

Christmas Open House at Pastor Kathleen’s home 
Sunday, December 20th  ~  from 3 to 5 pm  

 

You are invited to Pastor Kathleen home  
(646 Venus Ave.) for a Christmas Open House. 

Drop in anytime between 3 to 5 pm. 
Pastor Kathleen will have her collection of nativities on display. 

 

(If you’d like to share some Christmas goodies at the Open House  
— appetizers or sweets — please let Pastor Kathleen know.) 

Joint Council and Called Charge Conference 
Monday, December 7  

At 7:00 pm in the Fireside Room 
 

At Joint Council , leaders will share about upcoming ministry/mission events and we will 
coordinate calendars as 2016 begins. 
 

At the Called session of the Charge Conference,  
our agenda will be: 
- 2016 Budget — discussion/approval 
- Report of Nominating Committee/Lay Leadership — on 
officers, leaders  
& committee members for 2016.  Nominations and elections. 
- Approval of year-end forms 

 

All are welcome to attend this meeting. 
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1 - Heath S.  
2 - Betty S. 
3 - Laura C. 
9  - Felix T. 
11 - Bud G. 
14 - Jim O. 
14 - Judy K. 
15 - Dianna L. 

17 - Penny K. L. 
18 - Gary B., Sr. 
19 -  Bob B. 
20 - Samantha M. 
23 - Jennifer D. 
23 - Carleen T. 
26 - Judy B. 
29 - John E. 

5 - Rex & Penny L. 
(44 years!) 

18 - Royce & Diane S.   
(51 years!) 

31 - Loren & Alice J.  
(72 years!)  
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Thank you for all the cards 
and notes of appreciation I  
received.  It is an honor to 

serve in a Church with such 
loving and generous people.   

 
Thank you again.   
Lynda LaCombe. 

Dear Church Family,  
 
We all want to thank you for your cards and personal 
words of appreciation for the work we do here at the 
church.  
 
Love,  
Enrique, Connie L. and Connie M. Aguilera    

WOW! I can’t believe I have been here over 5 years 
(November 29th)! 
 
It has been a pleasure to serve as Secretary at this church.  
You are all so kind and always give me the nicest compliments 
for the work I do here. Whether it’s the weekly bulletins, 
monthly newsletter or stuff I do for you.  
 
I also appreciate the many cards of appreciation I received.  I 
have always given more than 100% in anything I do and take 
pride in my work.  
 
I love serving our Lord and being His faithful servant. I am 
blessed and lucky to be surrounded by a loving church family, 
friendly co-workers, supportive volunteers and a wonderful 
boss, Pastor Kathleen.   
 
Sincerely,  
Suzanne “Sam” de St. Jean       

With some new parts I am slowly getting 
well. Many thanks to all of you for your 
prayers and cards for my recovery.  
 
Jackie T. 

Special thanks to Don C. for  
his help as Head Usher and  

to Don and Lois for their  
years of support for  
UMCOR and FUMC.   

Your cards and notes meant so much!   
 

Thank you for taking the time to write 
encouraging words and notes of appreciation 

— to me and to all our lay staff people.   
Your cards were very uplifting and supportive 

and caring — appreciated it. 
 Blessings!   Pastor Kathleen 
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Congregational Christmas Dinner 
 

The United Methodist Men and United Methodist Women are  
co-hosting a Congregational Christmas Dinner on Sunday evening, December 13th at 6 PM  

in the festively-decorated Fellowship Hall.   
A delicious meal of  Chicken Piccata ($15) or Salmon ($18) will be catered  

by our own Silvia A. and family.  
(Anyone attending the recent Family Ministry’s Dinner and Movie Night  

can tell you how fantastic Silvia's cuisine is.)   
Pastor Kathleen has promised a "unique" installation of officers, and a  

musical program will be provided by the singing duo of Kaitlyn P. & Gabe T..  
 

Tickets will be available before and after church services on  
November 29th and December 6th, or  

call the Church office before Thursday, December 10th.  
A Sign Up Sheet will be in the Narthex.  

  Dress up in your festive clothes and plan to have a fun  
evening with your friends. 

 
If you would like to attend but need a ride, please call Donna W.�
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Christmas Baskets for our Police Officers and Firef ighters 
 
Say Merry Christmas to the local men and women who guard our 
families and our homes.  As we did last year, we invite you to 

bring cookies, candy and other goodies, (homemade are always best) for our local officers.   
 
You may bring your goodies to Worship on Sunday, December 20th or to the church office, by Tuesday,  
December 22nd before 2 p.m.  Pastor Kathleen will deliver them on Christmas to our police and fire sta-
tions as a way of supporting and thanking the people who have duty on Christmas Day. 

REMINDERS….. 
 
If you need chairs, pots, pans, etc., please come into the church office to sign paperwork for the items you 
wish to borrow.  
 
Please ensure ALL  doors are securely locked and lights are turned off after you leave a room or building. If 
you use the cook tops or ovens please check to see if they are properly turned off.  The same with water 
faucets. Please turn them all the way off.  
 
We are still getting reports that doors are not locked, lights left on and cooking appliances are not safely 
turned off.  
 
This is our church please take good care of it. Thank you.  

 
UNITED METHODIST MEN’S NEWS!  

 
 
The United Methodist Men (UMM) held their November Breakfast meeting at the 
Lompoc Restaurant with a great turn out.  
 
Here are some of the highlights of our meeting:  
 

 

· Finished up the preparations for the Veterans Day celebration and had a cake to celebrate this special 

event. 

· Bill U. volunteered to take over as the alternate Treasurer due to Don C. leaving. 

· UMM selected to retain the present officers for the year 2016, which was voted on and approved. 

· UMW has set the date for the installation dinner on December 13, 2015 at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
(Please see UMW Congregational Christmas Dinner Art icle on page 6 for more information).  

· The next official meeting for the UMM will be on Monday January 4, 2016 at 6 p.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall. Sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex.  

 
Respectfully submitted by Secretary: 
Rex A. L. 
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MISSIONS CORNER                                                                   Lompoc Food Pantry 
 
The Lompoc Food Pantry has been in operation for 25+ years in Lompoc, the last 15 years under the um-
brella of Catholic Charities. Their mission is to provide nourishment to those in need.  The Food Pantry dis-
tributes food to one out of every four families in Lompoc.  Forty percent of their clients are under the age of 
18, and twenty percent are senior citizens.  There has been a 40 % increase in the number of people utiliz-
ing the Food Pantry.  Additionally, the Food Pantry has seen an increase in the number of homeless and 
transitional homeless (those not quite ‘on the streets’ but sleeping in their cars, on the couches of friends, or 
in motels) utilizing the Food Pantry.  The unemployed, under employed, those on fixed incomes single 
mothers, and the homeless all utilize the Food Pantry. The need is great.  To help, you may bring non-
perishable food items such as soup, beans, rice, peanut butter, canned meats, fruit, vegetables, powdered 
milk, cereal, etc. and leave them under the Sharing Tree. (Don’t forget, babies are hungry too so you could 
also bring baby food.)  However, if you prefer, a tax-deductible monetary donation will enable the Food Pan-
try to purchase the food items for distribution that are most needed in Lompoc.  The Lompoc Food Pantry 
purchases food items, including perishable foods from the Santa Barbara County Food Bank.  The Food 
Pantry really knows how to stretch a dollar.  They are able to purchase seven dollars worth of food with 
every dollar they receive.  
 
For further information you may contact Jeannie Begley at Catholic Charities, 736-6226.  Remember, peo-
ple are hungry all year!  At any time during the year, you may leave food items in the Food Pantry box in the 
narthex by the North side door or a check in the offering plate designating the Food Pantry on the memo 
line.   
 
.   
To support this worthwhile cause, please make your checks payable to First UMC and on the memo line 
designate your gift to “Lompoc Food Pantry.”   
 
Thank you for being a people of faith and generously supporting the Sharing Trees.  Without YOU they 
would not be possible. 
 
~ Mission Outreach 
                    

FEED THE HUNGRY, NOVEMBER 17TH by Larry Huyck, co-chair Mission Outreach  
  
The Thanksgiving meal prepared for the Feed the Hun-
gry on Tuesday, November 17th is the biggest meal we 
prepare during the year. 
It consisted of turkey, mashed potatoes with gravy, 
stuffing, cranberry sauce, mixed vegetables, dinner roll, 
milk or apple juice, and for dessert Pumpkin Dessert. 
Each person received a lunch bag with cookies and a 
peanut butter and jelly sandwich.   
 
This meal was prepared by the following: Donna,  
Alexa, Pastor Kathleen, Carolyn, Emma, Ruth, Bob, 
Larry, and Jack. We fed a total of 52 people plus the 
six servers. There was enough food for seconds. 
Thanks to Sarah’s Circle who provided money to buy two turkeys and to Betty P. for the peanut butter. 
 

Photo courtesy of Dr. Bob Forinash  
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���� will be our Advent Study.   
        This classic tale by Charles Dickens of Ebenezer Scrooge 
            is a wonderful story of redemption and hope,  
           and we’ll explore these themes in Scripture as well.  
 

       A study book is available from the Church Office for $6.00   
                                                            (also available at the 1st class)  
                                       — it includes the full original text of Dicken’s A Christmas Carol.      
                                      The study book is also available on e-readers at minimal cost. 
                                     Contact Pastor Kathleen with questions or for more information. 

              Longest Night Service needs: 
          New (or lightly used) Stuffed Animals Nee ded 

Those attending the service will be invited to take  
a stuffed animal home with them. 

Bring to Sunday Worship or to the Church Office by December 13. 
 

Pew Pray-ers 
Persons from our church to attend the Longest Night Service  

and to pray silently during the service for those seated around them. 
Contact Pastor Kathleen to volunteer. 

�����������	�
���

 

Longest Night  
Service 

Monday, December 21 
at 7:00 pm 

  In the Sanctuary 

On this longest night of the year,  
you are invited to a simple time of Worship. 

Whether we are grieving a loss  
of a loved one, struggling economically,  

overwhelmed with personal &  
family situations, let us recall how  

the first Christmas was difficult too.   
Even in darkness, the light of Christ shines!  

Invite someone to go with you  
to the Longest Night Service. 

The Scribblers Writing Group  
Meets the first Saturday of each month in the Fireside Room.  

 All genres of writing welcomed.  
 

Contact Carleen or The Rev. Ehrhardt Lang . 
 Please join us on Saturday, December 5th at 10:30 a .m.   
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December 6  
 
Ushers:   Alexa L.; Nancy 
A.; Martha H.; Connor P.  
 
 
Greeter:  
Ann L.    
  
Liturgist:  
  
 
Communion  
Servers:  
Pastor Kathleen;  
Alexa L.; Larry H. 
 
 
 

December 13  
  
Ushers:  Alexa L.; Shane 
& Michael B.; Jon M. 
 
 
Greeter : 
Ruth O’B.    
 
Liturgist:  
Dorian H. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 20  
 
Ushers:  Alexa L.;  
Connor P. 
 
 
Greeter:   
Ann L.  
 
Liturgist:  
  
 
 
 
 

December 27 
 
Ushers:  Alexa L.; 
 Larry H.    
 
 
Greeter:   
Dorian H.  
 
Liturgist:  
 
 
 
 

              SUNDAY ADULT  BIBLE STUDY  
      

        Every Sunday at 9 a.m.  in the Fireside Room  
      by John Halfhill, Lay Leader  

      
SACRED GIFTS AND HOLY GATHERINGS    

December Study will be 
“What We Bring To God”                 

         
December 6               The Lord’s Day  
December 13       Acceptable Offerings  
December 20              Dedication of Firstborn              
December 22              A Generous Gift  

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
 

   Every Thursday at 10 a.m.  in Noah’s Ark.  
“Women of Faith, Focusing on Peace”    

SUNDAY CALENDAR    
 

Adult Bible Studies–Fireside Room  
9 a.m.  

 
Worship/Sunday School/Nursery 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Fellowship Hour-Fellowship Hall   
11:45 a.m.  

 
United Methodist Youth Fellowship 

(UMYF) 
Fireside Room 

 5 p.m. 
 

Subject to change  

December Worship Team...Thank you for serving! 
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January special dates will be posted  
in the Narthex.  

If your name and date are not on the sheet 
please sign up so we  

don’t miss you. 
Or call the church  

office 736-1271    
 

The 2016 Flower Calendar  
is now in the Narthex. 

 
Please indicate on the  

Flower Calendar if you want  
Two altar vase arrangements  

which will  be $50.00.  
Write 2 next to your name  

 
OR one center "long and low" 

arrangement for $30.00.  
Write L & L next to your name.  
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  Church Office Open  
on Thursday,     

December 31st  
Closed Friday,  

January 1st 

Good Luck & God Bless  
Don & Lois C. 

Call Church Office for their address 
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                           will only be available t hrough email, mail                         
                                                       or by calling the church office.  

  
       However, names are printed in our weekly  

         Sunday Announcement Bulletins.   
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office@lompocumc.org 

********************* 
 

United Methodist Communications  
is concerned about  

protecting privacy and securing permissions for our  website,  
therefore our monthly Newsletter will no longer hav e the  

last names of our members and staff.  
(exceptions may apply). 

 
This is only for our online Newsletter,  

the one that gets mailed or in the church office/Na rthex  
will have additional information.  

Thank you ������������������������������� 
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FUMC 
925 North F Street 
Lompoc, CA 93436 

736-1271 
 

Email: office@lompocumc.org 
Web Site: www.lompocumc.org 

 
Office Hours: M-F 7:45 a.m.-2:15 p.m.  

 

  Adult Bible Study  
         9 a.m. 
  
Morning Worship 
      10:30 a.m. 
 

   Sunday School 
      10:45 a.m. 

 
              Mission of FUMC:  

“Helping People Discover                    
their Life in Christ” 
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Address Service Requested  

The ministers of the FUMC of Lompoc   
          are all its baptized members: adults, youth and children.   
                       We are equipped for ministry and mission  
             by the following Representative Ministers and staff: 

                                    The Rev. Minerva Carcaño - Resident Bishop 
The Rev. Jim Powell - District Superintendent 

The Rev. Kathleen Puntar - Pastor 
Church Secretary:  
  Suzanne “Sam” de St. Jean  
 
Bookkeeper:  
  Lynda LaCombe 
 
Choir Director: 
  Brenda Wasenda  
 
Organist:  
 Timothy Wilson   
 
Choir Accompanist:  
  Rachel Mello  
 
Gardener: 
  Enrique Aguilera  
 
 

Custodians:  
 Enrique and Connie Aguilera 

 
Newsletter/Bulletin Team  

& Volunteers  
 
Layout Editor:  
  Suzanne “Sam” de St. Jean 
 
Proof Reader:  
  Sandra L. & Pastor Kathleen 
 
Photos by:   
  Pat N.   
   (unless otherwise specified) 

 
 Please visit our website to see all 

of our event photos in color!  

Folding & Label Team 
  Anne Marie C. 
  Bob F. 
 Alexa L.  
  Plus many, many more!  
 
Deadline:  
Newsletter information  
is due the 3rd Wednesday  
of each month  (with exceptions).   
 
Articles may be edited due to 
space limitations and corrections.   
 
Web Master:   
 Beverly W.  


